
Fiji's Kokomo Private Island is the place
AnnaMowbray and Ali Williams chose
for their destination wedding.
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Going places

Fiji’s Kokomo Private Island is a billionaire’s family getaway
where everyone is invited to relax, writes Stephanie Holmes

Atender
TOUCH

Walker D'Plank restaurant offers barefoot dining over crystal waters.

I t’s fitting thatmultimillionaire
AnnaMowbray choseKokomo
Private Island forherwedding to
formerAllBlackAliWilliams.

Astrong, enterprisingwomanwho
workedhard toachievehergoals, she
wouldhave felt rightathomeatKokomo.
Theexclusive luxury resorthasa solid
track recordofwomenstriving toachieve
their goals.
LikeLilyPuamau, the27-year-old

junior sommelierwho is on track to
becomeFiji’s first ever level-three
qualified sommelier,withexamsdue in
November.She startedatKokomo in the
housekeeping teambuthaspursuedher
passion forhospitality, trainingunder the
supervisionofSouthAfricanhead
sommelierStephenSwaneopoel.
Holly, a30-year-oldTaranaki expat, has

recentlybecome the island’s resort
manager, anunusual achievementbased
onbothageandgender.She’s arrivedat
Kokomo fromher lastpost atHayman
Island inAustralia’sWhitsundays, and
it’s her first time inFiji, but she’s already
feeling rightathome.
And then there’sVivianaandanother

Lily, theall-female, all-Fijianmarine
biology team, entrustedwith the care,
sustainabilityandregenerationof the
vital coral reefs surrounding the57ha
private island.
Kokomowasestablished in2017by

Australianbillionairepropertydeveloper
LangWalker,whodied inJanuary2024
aged76.AlthoughWalkerCorporation,
thebusinesshe foundedwithhis father,
Alec, in1964,hasbeenbehindsomeof
Australia’s biggest redevelopment
projects, hehadneverventured into
luxury tourismandhospitality.
But sailing through theFijian islands

onhis yacht—alsonamedKokomo—he
heardYakuvewasup for sale.A former
resortprojecthadbeenabandoned,
presenting theperfect opportunity for
WalkerCorp todiversify.
Takingownershipof the islandona

99-year lease,Walker’s aimwas to
establisha luxuriousbasewhereheand

his family could come to relaxandenjoy
quality time together.And that’s justwhat
he createdwithKokomo.
Thesix-star resort is theperfect place

for families to experienceabreak fromthe
stressesandstrains of everyday life.With
space for just 120guests, evenwhen the
resort is full it still feels likeaprivate,
personalparadise.
Accommodation comprises21one-, two-

and three-bedroombeachfrontvillas, as
well as fiveprivatehilltop residenceswith
up to sixbedrooms. It’s the ideal spot for
intergenerational groups toholiday
together to celebratemilestonebirthdays
. . . ormultimillionaireweddings.
Of course, it’s relatively rare foragroup

tobookout thewhole island likeAnnaand
Ali did inAugust2024.But—aswell as
theaccomplishedwomenonstaff—it’s
obviouswhy the couple choseKokomo for
theirnuptials.
Thegroundsare immaculate,with lush

palms, brightly coloured flowers, tropical

trees, andverdant lawns.Service is
exceptional—fromthe traditional
welcomesongsonarrival to the
personalisedattention todetails—and
instils the confidence thatnothingwill be
toomuch trouble.
Thishospitalitybegins just a seven-

minutedrive fromNadiairport at
Kokomo’s air-conditioned transit lounge,
whereyou’ll await yourhelicopter or
seaplane transfer to the island.
Champagne, tropical fruit, cheeseand
charcuterieplatters, freshlybaked cookies
andbarista coffeeareall onoffer, as is
complimentaryWi-Fi, so you canclear the
decks of emails andwork commitments
beforeyouarrive on the islandand fully
switchoff.
Andswitchoff youshould, because there

ismore thanenough tokeepyou
entertainedandactiveduringyour stay.
Choose fromstand-uppaddleboarding,

kayaking, sailing, islandhikes, fitness
bootcamps, fishingandsurfing trips.Play

agameof tennis, pickleball or basketball,
orwinddownat theyogashalawitha class
guidedby resident instructorLuke.
Perchedhalfwayup the island’shighest

point, the shala is anopen-sidedpavilion
withviewsout to theoceanand the
neighbouring islands.
Those travellingwith children canmake

useof thekids or teens clubsbut, be
warned, your offspringaregoing tobe
bereftwhen theyhave to saygoodbye to
theirFijiannannies.They’ll dote onyour
kids, sometimesevenmore thanyoudo.
VivianaandLily started theirKokomo

careersasnannies, althoughbothhad
graduatedasmarinebiologists from
universities inSuva.When the resort’s
Irish formermarinebiologist left,Viviana
andLily stepped in.
It’s rare tohave localsworking in these

roles. Inmymany travels toFiji over the
past20years, I’ve only ever comeacross
expatmarine teams—English, Irish,
Australian,French.Andwhile I certainly
couldn’t fault their expertise, beingguided
by indigenouswomenaddsanother level
of depth toKokomo’swater-based
activities.
LilyandVivianahaveapassion for

preserving thenatural beauty for future
generations.Theyembody theBula spirit
—vibrant,warm, funnyandpassionate
about showingguests thebest of their
country.
Iheadoutwith themononeofKokomo’s

signature seasonal activities—
snorkellingwithmanta rays.

Thereareabout500mantas inFiji.
Viv tellsme theyhave tracked250of them
in thewatersaroundKokomo.
The island is situated in theGreat

AstrolabeReef, oneof theworld’s largest
barrier reefs,where thewatersare
pristineand the snorkellinganddiving
exceptional.
Mantas swimthrough the channelshere

year-roundbutaremost likely tobe seen
betweenMayandNovember,when they
pauseat the reef’s cleaning stations.
“Ifwedon’t seeany,wehave to leave

Vivbehind in theocean,”Lily jokes, aswe
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Kokomo's floating pontoon provides a perfect
platform for family water adventures; left, the
marine teammonitor coral nurseries as part of
sustainability initiatives; above, divers encounter
graceful manta rays in Kokomo's pristine reef
waters; below, the luxurious bathroom has a
marble tub opening to tropical garden views;
Asian-fusion cuisine atWalker D'Plank
showcases fresh local ingredients daily.

wait on thedock for the resort’s shinynew
speedboat,Nautilus.
They’re taking turns toget in thewater

thismorning—for them, it’swinterand
they’re feeling the cold . . . all 24Cof it.
Thewater is incredibly choppyand I

inhale sea throughmysnorkel every time
awavebreaksovermyhead.Thevisibility
isn’t great, and I’mstarting to thinkwe
won’t seeanything,whenVivpoints in
front ofus.Through thehazea shadow
appears, getting cleareras it gets closer
—amanta ray, soaring through the
shallows.
Mantas canreachsizes ofup to5mwide

and I’d expected to feel scared if one
crossedmypath.But the threeweseeglide
gracefullypast, theirwingsbeatingas if
in slowmotion, as elegantas if they’re
floatingonair.
Aswereturn to the island,Vivand

Ihopout of theboatagain toview
the coral gardennurseries, just off
the jetty.OneofKokomo’skey
sustainabilityprojects is
regenerating the reef around the
island, and they’realreadyseeing
excellent results.
I see themformyselfwhen Igo

fora self-guided snorkel off the
beach in front ofmyvilla.The tide
is lowand I’mnot expecting to see
much in suchshallowwater, but to
mydelight, there’s anabundant
aquarium justmetres frommybed.
I spendanage in thewater, facedown,

bumup, transfixedby thediversity of fish
andvivid coral, stoppingonlywhenmy
stomachstarts to rumble.
I don’t have togo far to satemyappetite.

Thereare three restaurants on the island,
with foodandnon-alcoholic drinks
included in the cost of yourholiday.
Fiji isn’t always thought of asagourmet

getawaybutatKokomo, thedining is
exceptional.
Executive chefAndyBryanthasworked

in someofAustralia’s bestkitchens,
includingSupernormal inMelbourne,
HinchcliffHouse inSydney, and luxury
winery resort Jackalopeon the

MorningtonPeninsula.
He’s at thehelmofTheBeachShack,

the resort’smain restaurant, serving
threemealsaday, andregularbarbecue
or curry themenights.
Kokocabana isan Italianpoolsidebar

andrestaurant,whereNaples-expathead
chefEnzoMaione cookswood-firedpizzas,
pastasand indulgent small plates.
Fora casual,Asian fusion feast

accompaniedby cocktails andrelaxed,
barefootdining,WalkerD’Plank—named
inanod toLangWalker—sits onawooden
boardwalkover theocean.

It’s a charmingand
casual spot,with
woodenchairs in
distressedpaint
shades of duckegg
blueandbabypink;
buoys strung from
the trees, a
ramshackle tin roof,
andnoofficialmenu—
guests can choose from
whateverhead chefCaroline

Oakleyandher teamaremakingwith the
ingredientsavailable on theday. I choose
adinner of sushi to start, followedbya
prawncurry, and irresistiblemillefeuille
fordessert.The sea lapsunder the
boardwalkas I eat,while baby reef sharks
patrol thewaters.
Dinners canalsobedelivered toyour

villa or, for special occasions, undera
canopystrewnwith fairy lights on the
beach.
Muchof the freshvegetableproduceon

themenus is grownon the island’s
terraced2ha farmon thehill. I takea tour
withAndyandcheckout the free-range
chickens,hydroponically grown leafy
greens, beehives, toweringbananapalms,
andbushes of innocuous-looking chillies
thatwill blowyour tastebudsaway.
Gettinganywhereon the island is
easy—staff get aroundongolf
buggiesandarealwaysmore than
happy to shuttle youbackand
forthbetweenrestaurants,
activities andvillas.
But onmy lastday, I opt to

stayput inmyvilla for as long
aspossible.Whywould Iwant
to leave? It’s abeautifully
appointed sanctuarywitha
footprintbigger thanyour
averageKiwihome.
Myone-bedroomvilla is perfectly

setupwitheverything I could
possiblywant orneed,

including comfortable
livingarea, kitchenette
withNespresso
machineandbar
fridge, daily
replenished
snacks suchas
housemade
cookiesand
chocolate-dipped
honeycomb,anda
luxuriantbedroom
withviewsout to the
privateplungepool,

thebeach, and
neighbouring islands.

Soaringpeaked ceilingsare in the
traditionalFijian stylewithwooden
ballasts securedwith coconut-husk twine.
Anopen-plan roomto the left of thebed

hasahuge sunkenmarblebathtubwith
Frenchdoorsat theheadand foot.Open
themfullyand feel likeyou’rebathing
outside.
There’s alsoaprivate outdoor courtyard

shower, andagardenwith largedaybeds,
sunloungersandahammock.
Takeadip inyourprivateplungepool,

or takea fewsteps to immerseyourself
in theocean.
Eachvillaalso includeshelpful touches

suchasmosquito repellent coils andspray,
awickerbeachbag, andcomplimentary
laundry service.Every thoughtful detail
combines tobecomeabsoluteheaven.
Mystay is only threenightsbut it’s long

enough—and luxurious enough—forme
to leave feelingwell and trulywounddown
andready to faceanewweekbackatwork.
Asmyhelicopter transfer lifts gently off

fromthe island’shilltophelipad, thepilot
takesa fly-byovermybeachfrontvilla
beforebuzzingout to sea.
Ahumpbackwhalebreaches justpast

the reef’s drop-off—amagical salute to
endamagnificent stay.

NEEDTOKNOW
● Athree-night stay inaone-bedroom
villaatKokomoPrivate Island costs from
US$2500 ($4245)pernight, up to
US$3800pernightduring the festive
season.
● Therate is fully inclusive,with
nannying services, all diningandnon-
alcoholic beverage costsacross the three
restaurantsand in-villadining, and
activities atBeachShack, includingnon-
motorisedwater sports.
● Alcoholic drinksareatanadditional
cost, andpricesare inUSdollars.
Cocktails arepricedbetweenUS$14and
US$25, andahumblebottle ofSteinlager
US$11.

Stephanie Holmes was hosted by
Kokomo Private Island.


