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Celebrity’s latest ship, 
Beyond, is a next-level 
multilayered vessel  
that aspires to  
reinvent cruising. 

On the honeyed 
north-west coast of 
Crete, Chania has 
become a locus of 
creative energy via local 
entrepreneurs.

A striking new hideaway 
on Lizard Island may be 
the most spectacular  
and sought-after holiday 
rental in the country.

Cruising news, including 
the launch of Silversea’s 
Silver Dawn, and 
Ponant’s expeditions  
in the Kimberley.

With mystical coves  
and twisting trails,  
Italy’s Egadi Islands  
are an oasis of  
untrammelled beauty. 

With holistic healers, 
avid chefs and top-notch 
treatments, Joali Being 
in the Maldives is a 
wellness mecca.

A few nips and tucks 
have restored this 
beloved hotel on  
St Barths, the eternally 
chic Caribbean isle.

Lizard king

Voyage

Sojourner

92

Even a property tycoon 
needs a passion project. 
For Lang Walker, it’s  
a private island resort  
and a superyacht. 

40

C O V E R

Sunny by nature

Kokomo Private Island Fiji is a paragon  
of sophistication and sunshiny optimism 

updates have made it dreamier still. 80

I TA LY ’ S  E G A D I  I S L A N D S

Jack Johns
P H O T O G R A P H Y

Beyond belief
96

Style
dispatches
The rich, famous and 
fashionable have long 
been inexorably drawn  
to Capri and the island 
still inspires dreamers.
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Do not 
disturb
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Immortal 
Crete 

44

The lightness 
of being

54

Off the hook
70

On Manhattan island, 

nuanced tours that  
are streets ahead of  
the conventional.

A world away 
34

60
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H A N G  L O O S E
A hammock awaits  
at Kokomo Private 

Island in Fiji.
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SOJOURNER
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As told to George Epaminondas  Photography by Louie  Douvis

C A P TA I N  O F 
I N D U S T R Y

Lang Walker enjoying  
his own private Kokomo  

Which islands do you always return to in Europe?   
Kokomo 

I imagine you have a favourite island.  

What was it about Kokomo that inspired you  
to launch the resort? 
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41T R AV E L  +  L U X U RY

What do you look for while you’re island-hopping?    
“Memorable scenery, seclusion, amazing dive 
spots, mixed in with stellar restaurants and 
welcoming people. Sailing from the north-west to 
the south-east of Fiji to the Lau Group ticks all 
those boxes. They are some of the most remote 
destinations, with raw beauty and diverse species of 
marine life and corals. Another route I rate is St 
Barths to Antigua in the Caribbean Islands. We’ve 
had a lot of fun there and the people are so friendly.”

Where was the last place you visited? 
“Before the pandemic we sailed around the Balearics 
and in particular the island of Ibiza. We dropped 
anchor there and explored its stunning beaches, 
natural assets and exceptional food. I remember 

across the strait in Malaysia. Then come June to 
September we always jump on board Kokomo for the 
European summer. We also enjoy heading to Aspen 
for the ski season.”

What items do you always pack? 
“My phone to keep in touch with my teams in 
Australia and Malaysia and provide them with any 
assistance needed. I also pack lots of Speedos, shorts 
and T-shirts.”

What do you regard as the most vibrant arts city? 
“Venice for its incredible museums, galleries and 
fascinating history. Start in the Piazza San Marco to 
take in the Basilica di San Marco, whose domes are 
covered in gold mosaics, and nearby museums devoted 
to archaeological wonders. Then head along the Grand 
Canal for galleries such as the Peggy Guggenheim 
Collection. Plus there’s all the medieval, Renaissance, 
and Baroque architecture to marvel over.” 

Name a restaurant or dining experience seared in 
your mind. 
“La Fontelina in Capri is one we always visit when in 
Italy. It’s an open-air restaurant with an enviable 
location opposite the Faraglioni rocks and top-notch 
seafood dishes, such as spaghetti with bottarga.”

Can you share a fascinating individual you’ve 
met in your travels?   

our boat in the St Barths Bucket Regatta. It happens 
every March and his presence made it especially 
noteworthy. He arrived with a case of his LandShark 
beer. There was no singing but lots of great sailing 
and he got on well very well with our crew and guests. 

How has travel boosted your professional growth? 
“You can never stop learning and travelling is one of 
the best ways to pick up ideas. Travel recharges the 
batteries and it also gave me that opportunity to 
stumble upon Kokomo, which I sometimes call my 

making it the best island.”

What destination is next on your list? 
“Cruising the Greek Islands with my family in July.”

What is your idea of a staycation? 
“Never done it!”  

Read more about Kokomo’s new look on page 80.

Walker  
on water

Even a property tycoon needs a passion project. For Lang Walker, it’s a 
private island resort in Fiji and a superyacht for sailing around the globe. 

 I sometimes call Kokomo  
my ‘non-for-profit’, as I spend 

way too much money on 
making it the best island.

T R AV E L  T I TA N

its restaurants. You could easily spend a week sailing 
around those islands.”

What’s a destination that surprised you? 
“The diving around the Solomon Islands. We sailed 
the Kokomo yacht from Europe and had a local dive 
expert on board to take us to the best sights. There 
are multiple World War II wrecks of ships, aircraft 

are remarkable.”

What journey do you most often take?  
“I travel a lot domestically for work and internationally 
to Fiji and Singapore for our big master-planned 
communities we are creating at Johor Bahru, just 
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There are tropical resorts and then there’s Fiji’s Kokomo Private Island, a paragon 
of sophistication, seclusion and sunshiny optimism in the South Pacific. A stream of 

thoughtful updates and culinary tweaks have made it dreamier than ever.

W O R D S  B Y  K E R R I E  M C C A L L U M
P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  J A M E S  V O D I C K A

SUNNY BY 
NATURE

FIJI
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WA L K  T H E  P L A N K
Pull up a chair at Walker 

d’Plank for a drink or  
pan-Asian fare. Opposite: 

Step out of your villa directly 
onto the untouched beach.

81T R AV E L  +  L U X U RY

EXPLORE
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S E A  C H A N G E
Clockwise: Each villa has a private 
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T
he seaplane bobs in the air, 
weaving through wispy clouds, 
ascending over a tangle of jungle 
and drifting over the long coral 
shelf of the Great Astrolabe Reef.  

to Kokomo Private Island in Fiji 
is undeniably cinematic, but it’s 
merely a hint of the beguiling 
beauty to come. Here, on a 

57-hectare isle, is one of the jewels of the South 

rare immersion in the local culture. This would be my 

a lasting impression on me and my family. From its 

setting, everything felt intimate and earthy and 
meticulously curated. Back then, it was as though I’d 

from a smart new private terminal, a question formed 
in my mind: how do you improve on paradise?

It turns out you can. Walker and his team devoted 
the pandemic slowdown to tweaking, updating and 

last December. It may be the only Fijian property 

period, rotating team members through departments 
to support construction, maintenance and farming 

tuned machine on my stay over Easter. Repeat guests 
would notice subtle upgrades: revitalised digs, new 

Walker tapped several talented collaborators, Sydney-based chef Ross Lusted and 

including general manager Sean Flakelar. This is Kokomo – the sequel.
Lusted has known Walker for a decade. Few people are aware the celebrated 

chef, who helms Woodcut restaurant at Crown Sydney with his wife, Sunny, 
moonlights as a hotel consultant. A former general manager for Aman Resorts, 

a lot they were doing right, but I felt there was an opportunity to capture a market 

B R E A K  P O I N T

Vereivalu Vuniyalo pauses 
from catching Fiji’s 
world-class waves.

EXPLORE
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Lusted informed the changes to Kokomo’s dining 
options, with three venues that take better advantage 
of the exquisite surrounds: Beach Shack, Beach 
Grill and Beach Bar, each with its own menu and 

beach for a burger at the grill, but the menu extends 
to more sophisticated fare such as crab pasta. The bar, 

about creating an environment where people could 

 
it very quickly.” 

The pair engaged Faucheux, the designer who 

makes canny use of the space, while comfortable 

attracts guests at any time of day. A wine cellar has 
been uncorked, too. Formerly the reception desk, it 
is now a handsomely designed space, complete with 
cigar menu, and high tables and chairs for tastings. 

inspired by Lusted’s time at Amanyara in Turks and 

guests can get a sense of where they are, and where 

expedition,” he says. There are books, games and deep 
leather seats to relax in as well. 

had recently completed a 27-year tenure with Aman 

before Neil Perry arrived,” he says. Given his dual experience, Flakelar is naturally 

permission to farm mud crabs in the mangroves here, as lobsters are a bit scarce 

mangroves and the farming aspect. Then they can eat the mud crabs or participate 
in a cooking class.”

now seats a hundred diners (not that there would ever be that many in attendance). 

all,” she says. That means sushi, sashimi, ceviche and grilled skewers. The chef 

Lankan) to create light, fragrant curries and fresh twists on favourites such as 

N
 
 

for a week, even top 
winemakers, and create 

a line-up of events for guests,” he 

tastings in the wood-panelled 
cellar, stocked with Bolivar cigars, 

 
a notable collection of Bordeaux 
whites. Private meals for up to 10 
can be booked with head sommelier 
Kelly Schaefer (formerly of Tokyo 

the resort can stage elaborate feasts 
in your suite. At Kokomo, there  

 
21 spacious villas to choose from. 

FA R E  C A L L

 

makes for the ultimate  
sundowner spot.

EXPLORE
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Elegantly decorated, each is decked out with tropical 

Walker has also green-lit a refresh of the island’s 
farm, where guests can tour, pick, cook and dine 

by a cyclone in 2020, and it’s taken a long time to 

herb and vegetable imaginable, from basil, dill and 

makes its own salt, and four working beehives were 

transformed with induction cooktops, and a vast 
outdoor area for classes, lunches and all kinds  

 

and curries, too, given all the lemongrass, galangal, 

pineapples and bananas are abundant, passionfruit 
vines are heaving, and bougainvillea will be blooming 

We also visit the waste-processing facility, where 
every bottle, package and scrap from the island is 

as little as possible in their goal for a closed-

nursery, and marine conservation, including 

can participate in the Manta Conservation 

also keeps a database of rays, turtles and reef 

snorkelling here is world-class, with sherbet-
coloured coral resembling towers of vivid pastel 
macarons, and the island’s marine biologists, 

W standout activities, Flakelar has 
extended the roster to cater to 
multi-generational groups – 
from private island picnics to 

lime interiors and a menu including freshly 
made pizza and gelato as well as popcorn and 

across a teens’ survivor challenge, sailing 
 

such as Cloudbreak and Namotu are well 

with Luke Caldwell, the Walker’s long-term 

 

 

 
 

 

D E E P  D I V E
Extending for more than 

playground for dive 

J U N E  2 0 2 286        

TLM0722_KFIJI.indd   86TLM0722_KFIJI.indd   86 6/8/2022   10:00:29 AM6/8/2022   10:00:29 AM



G A R D E N  VA R I E T Y
Clockwise from left: The 

kitchen garden brims with 
herbs and vegetables; the new 

wine cellar is ideal for 
tastings; chef Caroline Oakley 
at work; the Beach Shack bar 

with its eye-catching cane 

EXPLORE
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