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Restore mind, body and coral on
a barefoot luxury escape

JENNIFER ENNION

Kokomo Private Island is 3 45-minute
seaplane flight from Nadi; be
soothed bya beachfront massage:
snorkel with marine fife.

PICTURES: SUPPLIED, KOXOMO PRIVATE
1SLAND

THERE ARE 1300-0DD
PIECES OF CORAL IN
KOKOMO NURSERY
WITH 86 PER CENT
SUCCESS RATE

the planting program has an 86 per
centsuccess rate.

KOKOMO PRIVATE ISLAND
Tooelated toreturntothe milk-
coloured beach, Isetofftoexplore
underKokomo'sjetty. There, Iwatch
large remora dart about the bottom of
boatslikejuvenilesharks. Orangeand
whiteanemone fish flitter inand out
oftheirundulating homes, while
glant clamssprout from bommies.
Later, Ispyagreenseaturtleglide
gracefullyunderneath meas
paddleboardalongtheshore’s edge.

Stand-up paddleboarding becomes
adailyritual while'mon the island,
asdoesswimmingand snorkelling.
Turtlesare residents here, coming
Intothe bay dally to feedonthe
seagrass beds. Ifyou're lucky, you'll
spot theirround carapaces from the
window ofthe private seaplane or
helicopteryoull arrive in from Nadi
Alrport -orperhapsyou'll catcha
feverof manta rays orpod of dolphins
intheclearwaters.

Ifyou want togetupclose, booka
snorkel orscubadiveat Great
Astrolabe Reef, which featuresa
65km-long continuoussectionand is
ashort boat ride from Kokomo.

Thereare morethan 40 divesites,
rangingindepth fromeight to30m
(beginnerto advanced), not far from
theresort, plusadiscoverscuba
program for novices.

When, inevitably, It's time todry
off, enjoy the creations of Australian
chefCoryCampbell (of Vue De Monde
and Noma fame) Inthe maln, open-
alrrestaurant, Beach Shack. Dineon

pril), when takepartinthekids’ succulent:
marinebiologist Cliona water solution P! L banana y fintuna
[ 31Cand weaker Inall honesty, ‘Mother ‘naturally flower.
reefthat Kokomo, IntheK: ‘these Oryou cansignuptoagame-
metres of Kokomo Private Onceourgarland is complete, islands, In Fij1’ y ones, we toan outerreefand
Island, Fiji. Cli reaches, givethisa hand by reel ina wahoo or mahi mahiand ask
breath, nursery, I'snot and s the ch kit foryou. Spear
finger-length fragment froma near Clionatells melater. fishing is also avallable for guests with
healthy hard coral. Sheswimsto theocean floor. It it reefsI'vevisited. “Wealm to restore our reefs, of experience, whilethe resort hasa
another 1 for Butthat’s course, but “dock-to-dish” program that
therays oflight Kokomo Coral Projectls istant corals
Again, shetakes apiece, before p important. we're onthereef;” sheadds. practices - that s, catching
movingontoyetanotherarea, all coral that'’s Theproject
while holding herbreath. house reefby 1 agalnst season.
1 bob asifitwere ofrobust abetter Other
of: g 1 andother farm from which,
a
Occasionally, Ijoin Clionafora Malaysia. It's asweet touch, and Each fragment Th 1300- * supp!
closer inspection of herworkand who regrows in coral d water for

the bommies (acolumn-shaped
outcrop of coral reef) before my lack
of free-divingskills forces meto
returntotheair.

Clionajoins metime and againto
show me the “super coral” she’s
selectedandtohand over her
specimens, beforeshe returnstothe
reef. Despite halling from Ireland,
she’sanatural intheunderwater
worldand Iam oneenvious Aussie.

THE GARDEN
‘Witha handful of coral, wetread
wateras we delicately weavethe
plecestightlythrougha rope,
ensuring nonewill become dislodged
bywave swell. Wealsospace them out
sothey have enough roomtoblossom
during thesixto eight months it takes
forthem to mature.

We'veonly removed healthy, hardy
corals that have proven themselves
abletowithstand Fiji’s hot summer
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REEF REGENERATION

KOKOMO

GETTING THERE
Qantasflies direct from Sydney to Nadi
International Airport, Fiji, four times a
week (Tuesday, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday). The new flights add to
Jetstar's direct services, whichalso
operate four times a week. Kokomo
Privatelsland is a45-minute seaplane
or helicopter flight from Nadi, and
25 minutes from Suva.

STAYING THERE
Thereare 21 beachfront villas at
Kokomo Private Island, all with large
living areas, kitchenettes, private
infinity pools. All meals, non-alcoholic
beverages, non-motorised water
activities, one spa and dive voucher
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MORE
kokomoislandfiji.com, gantas.com

8 dth youback day (ves, that’sathing), It's refreshingthat | Restoration Project, duringwhich
useofaSeabinthat collectsrubbish | about$US2500anight,allnclusive, | shouldersyear-round. theywill visit aglass-
from onehintof into“Fyitime”, | developerLang Walker, has kept bottom boat, learn about climate
T ¥ changeandtakepart In planting in
haped coral that opposite. T I regularlyvisit thedayspa, acomplex Theresort,whichopenedin2017, | shallowwater.
Cl d out of oryour of h: hy llas, It'sa goes.
palms. There's lag le pool, agourmet ?
teeand you'll fitright In. alsodallyys d a boxand s visit
BAREFOOT LUXURY Theidea s for feel of d
During my stay, the term “barefoot home, asifthey’reona 'my | ananny kids’ clubs.
luxury”isbandled aroundalot,and inAustraliabut: ). it THE
rightlyso. Although bed: “bula”, helpCl Coral ISLAND AND QANTAS
ECLECTIC AEGEAN IDYLLIC AEGEAN
Cruise departs 2 May 2020 Cruise departs 6 June 2020
Celestyal Crystal Celestyal Crystal
. -3

THE BEST WAY TO
DISCOVER GREECE

13 night holiday includes:
* Return airfare to Athens
3 night stay at the Hera Boutique Hotel «
Athens incl. breakfast

Morning guided Athens city tour with .

13 night holiday includes:
Return airfare to Athens

3 night stay at the Hera Boutique Hotel
Athens incl. breakfast

Morning guided Athens city tour with

Acropolis Museum Acropolis Museum

+ 7 night cruise from Athens return incl. 7 night cruise from Athens return incl.
3 shore excursions 3 shore excursions

+ Femry between Athens & Hydra Femry between Athens & Hydra

+ 3 night stay at the Hydroussa Hotel + 3 night stay at the Hydroussa Hotel

Hydra incl. breakfast
Transfers between airport, hotel and
port in Athens

Interior Stateroom from

Hydra incl. breakfast

« Transfers between airport, hotel and
port in Athens

Interior Stateroom from

$4,790pp*
$5,150pp*
$5,630pp*

$5,190pp*
$5,520pp*
$5,990pp*

Exterior Stateroom from Exterior Stateroom from

ALL INCLUSIVE CRUISING
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UNLIMITED SELECTED
DRINKS SHORE

Junior Balcony Suite from Junior Balcony Suite from

Three Continents | Departs 7 March 2020
7 night cruise | Celestyal Crystal | Prices from $2,239pp*
PACKAGE EXCURSIONS

Muitiple departure dates available for each itinerary
« % =i

CONTACT YOUR CRUISECO CRUISE SPECIALIST BELOW OR VISIT CRUISING.COM.AU
NSW METROPOLITAN ACT

ENTERTAINMENT
ON BOARD

ON BOARD
GRATUITIES

ALL MEALS
‘ON BOARD

CAMMERAY Cammeray Cruise Centre NORTH RYDE Cruisescene RAMSGATE Ramsgate Travel Service CANBERRA & REGION Southlands Travel & Cruise
(02) 9922 5100 1800 678 555 (02) 9529 3444 (02) 6286 5540
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