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(1) Guardians of the Reef

Between the months of June and
September, manta rays gather around
the waters of Kokomo, a private
island resort cradled within Fiji's
Great Astrolabe Reef. A keystone
species, they are critical to reef health
yet are threatened by habitat loss
and overfishing. Through its Manta
Conservation Project, Kokomo

has launched a pioneering tagging

R

CRISOD/IST]

initiative to help identify and moni-
tor the creatures. Guests can join the
resort’s trio of female marine biologists
on snorkel excursions to observe the
gentle giants, whose wingspan can
reach 11 feet. Kokomo’s adopt-a-
manta program—a first in the South
Pacific—provides guests regular
updates on their manta and funds
future research. —Jen Murphy




